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a We do not remember to have 


seen any thing on the subject more striking and con- 
vineing than the following. It is from an Author 
whose style is peculiar to himself; but who appears 
to have poseessed an uncommonly clear understand- 
jing, and a most natural and ingenious method of 


communicating his thoughts. | 


Extract from a letter on Uniformity in Religion, 
by Robert Robinson. 


Make religion what you will; let it be speculation, 
Jet it be practice; make it faith, make it fancy ; let it 
be reason, let it be passion; let it be what sou will, 
UNIFORMITY in it isnot to be expected. Philosophy 
isastranger to it [umformity] and christianity dis- 
owns it. 

A philosopher holds that the system of (.c< 
is perfect; that the duty and glory of man is to follow, 
not force, nature ; that moral philosophy is nothing but 
a harmony of the world of spirit with the world of mat- 
ter; that all the fine essays on virtue are nothing but 
essays on this conformity ;—thus he proves that moral 
evil is the production of natural evil, moral good the 
production of natural good. A pbilosopher would say 
to a legislator, as a poet to a man of taste, 


Universe 


To build, to plant, whatever you intend, 
To rear the column, or the arch to bend, 
To swell the terrace, or to sink the grot, 
In all, let NATURE never be forgot. 


Give a philosopher a farm, and enjoin him to cuiti- 
vate it like a philosopher; he will study the soil, the 





situwtion, the seasons, and so on, and having cowpre- | 
bended what his farm is capable of, he will improve it; 
accordingly. In the same manner he directs his gar- 
den, and every plant in it, never expecting to gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles. What would he,— 
yea, what would the unphilosophized farmers say of An 
act for the uniformity of husbandry 2 An act of Uni- 
Jformity, say the honest rustics, what's that? What's 
that! Why, you must grow nothing but wheat. How! 
say they, some of our lands are too light, they will pro- 
duce none ; we can grow rye there, indeed; we have 
some even not worth ploughing for rye; however they 
will serve for a sheep-walk, or at worst fora rabbit- 
Tins Nature teaches men to reason, and thus 
they reason right. 

Go a step farther. 
and commit to his tuition acompany of youths; he will | 
no more think of uniforming these young gentlemen, 
than of teaching bis borse to fly, or bis parrot to swim, 
Their geniuses differ, says he, and | must diversify their 
education; Nature has formed this for elocution and 


warren, 


Make this philosopher a tutor, 





that for action. 


tould withstand God 2 
What disinterested sphere you will, and fis principles 


In short, place such a man in| 
' 


guide his practice,—except indeed he should be chosen | 
lo represent a county; then, ; robably, not having the | 
fear of philosophy before his eyes, he might vote for an | 
Act of Uniformity. 
A law that requires uniformity, either requires men 
tobe of the same sentinienis, or to practice the same 
Now, if it should appear that the first is) 


For then the 


ceresaonies, 
impossible, the last will fall of itself. 


Heaven forbid that any should maintain so dangerous 
a thesis. 

You are a man of extensire knowledge,— you know 
the ancient and modern creeds; yon remember that 
Harry the eighth enjoined ‘all preachers to instruct 
the people to believe the whole bible, the three creeds, 
the Apostles’ Nicene, and Athanasian, and to interpret 
all things according to them.”’ You know that inEdward 


ithe sixth’s reign, (wo & forly articles,drawn up byCran- 


mer and Ridley were thought necessary to be publish- 
ed, ‘for the avoiding diversity of opinions, and estab- 
lishing consent tonching true religion.’ In the begin- 
ning of Elizabeth’s reign, you know, eleren articles 
were ‘set out by order of both Archbishops, Metropo- 
litans, and the rest of the Bishops, for the unity of Doc- 
trine to be taught and holden by all Parsons, Vicars and 
Curates; as well in testification of their common con- 
sent in the said doctrine, to the stopping of the mouths 
of them that go about to slander the ministers of the 
church for diversity of judgment,’ &c. ‘Two years af- 
ter, all the former were reviewed, and the whole Bible, 
the three creeds, the two and forty articles, & the eleven 
articles were collected into one aggregate sum,& made 
Thariu-nine. Subscription to these has been essential 
ever since, which subscription ‘is an argument (as bis 
Majesty's declaration says) that all clergymen agree ip 
the true usual, literal meaning of the said articles.’ 

Whatever be the (rue meaning of these articles, it is 
not only certain that Clergymen explain, and conse- 
quently believe, them in different and even contrary 
senses; but it is also credible that no thirty-nine arti- 
cles can be invented by the wit of man, which thirty- 
nine men can exactly agree in. It is not obstinacy, it 
is necessity. 

Suppose the thirty-nine articles to contain a givev 
number of ideas, and for argument’s sake, suppose that 
number to be fifty. Suppose the capacities of men to 
ditler as they undoubtedly do, and one man’s intelli- 
gence to be able to comprehend fifty, a second’s five 
hundred, and a third’s but five and twenty. The first 
may subscribe these fifty points of doctrine; but who 
can confine the genius of the second ? Or who can ex- 
pand the capacity of the last? In minds capable of 
different operations, no number of points of doctrine 
can possibly be fixed on as a standard for all; for fix 
on what number soever you will, there will always be 


his works, an attempt to establish untform*/y is revers- 
ing and destroying all the Creator's glory. To attempt 
an uniformity of color, sound, taste, smell, would be a 
fine undertaking ; but what, pray, will you call an at- 
tempt to establish an untformily of thought ? 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


Remarks on Jobn vi. 63. 


‘© The words that I speak unto you, they are spiril, and 
they are life.” 





These words derive great importance from the con- 
sideration that they were spoken by the great Teacher 
sentof God. Jesus Christ had the welfare of mankind 
near his heart, and therefore, would teach no doctrine 
injurious to their moral condition. The direction 
which he has given us to learn of bim should induce us 
to give the strictest altention to the words that he 
«pake. 

No christian will be willing to allow that the doc- 
triue of Jesus is not of a good moral tendency. With 
his words we have associsted every thing that is good, 
and we never can refrain from pitying the man who 
speaks against them. The doctrines of every sect, as 
far as they agree with the doctrine of Jesus, are enti- 
tled to the same respect and attention. We should 
then, be very careful to ascertain whether a doctrine 
is opposed in its nature or tendency to the doctrine of 
Jesus before we decry it as immoral and licentious, Toe 
this remark we trust that the good sense of every per- 
son will induce him to consent, No one can help see- 
ing the iniustice of condemning any doctrine before it 
is examined as it is preached and believed by its advo- 
cates. No enlightened and unprejudiced man can re- 
frain from disliking the actions of Lim, who, while he 
declares that he knows nothing about a doctrine that is 
believed by thousands of his fellow citizens, and tha 
he has no desire to become acquainted with it, is con- 
tinually declaiming aginst it as licentions, There is 
no more justice in such conduct than there would be in 
a judge who should pass sentence tefore he heard the 
evidence of the witnesses, or the verdict of the jary. 

One important point of doctrine which our Saviour 





too many for the capacities of some, or for others too 


few, 
mity of sentiment ? 


will not endure any varying or departing in the least | have everlasting life. 


degree 2 


laid down, is expressed by the following words: ** God 


If this be the case, who can establish an unifor- | so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
What earthly power can say, We; that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 


For God sent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the world; but that the world 


Did the great Supreme govern his empire by an Act| through him might be saved.” 


of Uniformity, men might be damned for believing too 


little, and Seraphs degraded for believing too much. | what do they teach us? 
And should the blind fondness of par- | Uhe creed of the inbabitents of Saturn might be estab- ; my to the world. 
ents complain, bis answer is ready, What was I, that J) jished, and theirs that dwell in the Moon only tolerat-: ture manifests. 


‘d. In such a case, what a fine field of controversial 
glory would open to the divines of these two provinces 
of the kingdom, on the Origin of Evil! Alaighty 
Father! can a blind belief please thee? Can thy crea- 
tures believe whal they cannot perceive the evidence 
of? Can all understand the evidence of the same num- 
ber of truths? Formed with different organs, educated 
in different prejudices, dost thou require the same ser- 
vices? Art thou indeed the hard master who reapest 
where thou hast not sowed? Far from all thy subjects 


question will be. Ought two men, who confessedly dif- | pe such a thought! 


: ‘ | 
fer in sentinent, to profess that they agree?) Ought) 


af bouest man to be ene thing 


co? 





Conclude then, worthy Sir, that if God bea rock and | 
ond appear another? fis work perfect, if rariely be the characteristic of all ing with wrath towards us, and plotting our eternal rut, 


These worda ** are spirit, and they are life.” And 
1. That God is not an ene- 

This is a truth that all created na- 
The divine Being gives us the blessings 
of the changing seasons, day and night, sun-shine and 
rain, food and raiment; and all things else that we en- 
joy. These things so manifestly prove that God ira 
friend to man, that it is marvelous that every mind is 
not convinced of the fact. And yet how many there 
are now beseeching us to make God our fried before 
How often are we told that 
2. These words 


it be eternally too late! 
God is an infinile enemy to sinners! 
of our Saviour teach us that God never was otherwise 
than a friend to man. We have been taught by the 
popular clergy (hat we were once all justly exposed to 


the infinite displeasure of the Almighty, who was burn- 
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That Jesus in mercy placed his breast to the storm, 
and 
** Quenched his Father's 
In his own vital bleod.” 


flaming sword, 


But the words that are * spirit and life’ assure ws, that} 


God loved the world before Jesus came into it; that 
this love was the cause of his sending him; and there- 
fore, Jesus could not have died to make God wereiful, 
for he was never otherwise. 

It now must be granted by al) that there is a great 
necessiiy of man’s knowing bis Maker's love, God 
sent his Son into the werld to commend his Jove to the 
world, and God did not send his Son to do that which 
is of little or no importance. And we are obligated to 
believe from these circumstances that it is for man’s 
highest imterest to know that God bim.— 
And the idea, that the words of Jesus, which are al- 
ways expressive of his Father's love to mankind, are 
spirit and life to the soul, demonstrates our proposition. 
Our subject may be illustrated by the following simile : 
The children of a kind and loving parent, by the influ. 
ence of some arch adversary, are induced to believe 
that their Father bates them, and although he has here- 
tofore been kind to them, he will hereafter be as cruel. 
Fearful of their Father’s wrath and vengeance, they se- 
cretly leave the honse in which they have always boon 


loves 


treated with kindness and attention, and wander in | 


ways beset with thorns, through almost impervious 
swamps and forests, until they find themselves in a Ja- 
byrinth, from which they can find no deliverance. At 
length some kind hand raises them from their Jost con 
dition, and sets their faces towards their Father's house. 
They would fain return, but they dare not. Would 
there not bea great necessity of teaching these children 
theie Father's love? There is more than an equal 
necessity of teaching mankind the loveof God. What 
would be the condition of {he human race were they 
persuaded to believe that the Almighty hates them? If 
we can judge from the effects which we have already 
seen, it would indeed be dreadful. For many have 
heen driven to despair, many have been induced to 
envy beasts and reptiles their situation, many have es- 
teemed it a favor could they be stricken out of exist- 
ence, and some have committed the fatal acts of mur- 
der and suicide. All these dreadful things have been 
the effects of a belief that God is a being of hatred.— 
And yet bow indifferent are mankind, and even a ma- 
jority of christians to this subject! How unwilling are 
they to proclaim the love of God to the world! Ani 
how much are those obliged to suffer who do it! Some 
seem to think that it will be injurious to the mora) 
condition of man to preach the love of God to the 
world, and althongh it is an article of their creed, they 
think it not best to dwell upon it much. They think 
that it is better to moralize. Now it is impossible that 
any doctrine shonld be mora] that denies ihe love of 
God, and equally impossible that what is called moral 
preaching can have so good an effect in any way, as 
when it holds forth and makes an application to the 
heart of the love of God to the world. In every other 
way, generally speaking, n.oral preaching, if it can with 
propriety be so called, is cold and lifeless, uninterest- 
ing and unproductive of any very powerful effect. If 
the words of Jesus are that spirit whieh quickeneth the 
mind of wen, is it not indispensably necessary, that the 
love of God, which it was his main object to manifest 
aud preach, be made known to mankind ? 

Though it were almost needless,yet we will endeavor 


to corroborate the foregoing observations and argu- | 


menis. Owr Saviour says, * Verily, verily, | say unto 
you, the hour is coming and now is, when the dead shal] 
hear the voice of the Son of God; and they that hear 
shall live."” The words of Jesus are spirit and life.— 
How could the dead live unless they heard his voice? 
How can they now be made alive unless his doctrine is 
preached? 
God is not known? ? Scripture authorizes us to say, 


that itis the goodness of God that leadeth men to re- 


Is his doctrine preached where the love of 








nentaner, and a knowledge of his love that causes men 
If the doctrine of God’s 
goodness and love should be preached, 


fo love bim. this be true, 
and if cannot 
be preached too forcibly, nor too much. This method 
it is the method 


How admirably does the apostle 


of preaching then is the best, because 


that Heaven adopts. 








John take advantage of the love of God manifested in 
\ Jesus Christ as on argument that we should love one 
‘another. After teaching that the love of God was 
manifested in Jesus, he very justly argues, * ghee 
if Go d so loved us, we ought also to Jove one another.’ 

lle predicates our duty to love one another upon the 
fact that God loves us. If it is no inducement to man- 
kind to love one another to know tbat God loves them, 
then the apostie’s If his argument is 
useful and correct, it is indispensably necessary that 
the love of God should be preached to the world.— 


argument is vain. 


The same apostle not only says ** we have seen, ’ but 
is particular to add, ** and do testify that the Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” Why 
should he be so particular in making known God's 
intention and determination (for God must have an in- 
tention and determination to do that which be sent his 
Son to do) to save the world, if this would have little 
or no good effect? And yet some, if they think this 
idea will have no bad effect, think it will have no good 
ene; and some are guilty (God pardon them) of call- 
ing it licentious. They seem to think if those who 
preach it are not criminal, they are at least unwise and 
imprudent. But we have the authority of Paul, that 
‘“*God hath abounded towards us in a/l wisdom and 
prudence, having made known unto us the mystery of 
his will, that in the dispensation of the fulness of times 
he might gather together in one all things in Christ.°— 
Therefore it is both wise and prudent to preach the 
salvation of the world. 

The apostle John seems to think that the hope of 
eternal life has a purifying influence upon the soul,— 
For after stating that we are the sons of God, and that 
when Christ appesreth we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is, be adds, ** And every man that 
hath this hope in’ bim purifieth himself, even as he is | 
pore.’? Jf then, a hope that we shall be like Christ 
posseses this powerful influence over the soul, it is above 
all things necessary that that doctrine should be preach- 
ed by which it is inspired. The doctrine of the apos- 
tles harmonizes with the doctrine of Jesus, and as they 
had from him the words of eternal life, they could com- 
municate them to others. 

The best way then to convert mankind, to bring sin- 
ners to repentance is to preach the love of God. And 
we pray God that all who are anxious to accomplish 
this, may dwell upon a theme infimtely sweeter and 
more beneficial than a cold and lifeless repetition of 
those old ideas which disgraced some of the darkest 
ages of the christian church. 

The foregoing remarks illustrate the doctrine of the 
passage which stands at the head of this article. Those 
words that are spirit and life must be inexpressibly ben- 
eficial tomankind. We have before intimated that the 
great and Jeading theme of Jesus’ preaching was the 
love of God to the world. He frequently spake of it 
explicitly, and whether promising or threatening, al- 
ways implied it. God’s love gives energy and efficacy 
to every other good moral principle. And it is an in 
teresting subject—for when every other fails of arrest 
ing the attention of man, this will have the desired ef- 
fect. It is a statement made by Rev. John Brown, a 
missiopary, at a missionary meeting in London, con- 
cerning the Haytians, that ** when expatisting on the 
love of God, in giving his Son to die for them, | have 
seen them melt, and the big tear roll from their sable 
faces,” 


;are made alive. 


i but is passed from death unto ite.” 





To confine ourselves to a more definite explication | 
of the words which head this article, we would bring! 
forward a few passages of scripture which illustrate the 
nature of the death from which we are delivered by the | 
words of Christ. In his epistie to the Ephesians, Paul! 





) Spirit 


| dress particularly directed to the churches? 


pa a gn ne a —~ 
says, ** You hath he quickened who were dead in en 
passes and sins.’ He informs us in his epistty to the 
Romans, that ** fo be carnaliy minded is death.” 'Thig 
is moral death, ‘The sernptures contemplate all in this 
state who are ignorant of the gospel. Those who hear 
the voice or doctrine of the Son of God and believe 
Our Satiour says, * He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on bim that sent me, hath ep. 


everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, 


This is the reward 
of believing and it is present. It isa deliverance from 
death. It hatred, and conse. 
quently death; for ** be that loveth not his brother a. 
bideth in death.’? All this the words of Christ are cale 
to do. They are spirit as well as life. Pay! 
was a minister, “not of the letter, but of the epirit; 
for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” This 
is the spirit that quickeneth those that are dead in tres. 
passes and sins. Any doctrine then that admini-ters 
death to the soul, that induces us to bate God or man, 
that gives no hope of eternal life, that communicates 
not the love of God to the world, is not the doctrine of 
Jesus. Letus then not follow cunningly devised fa 
let us not reject the testimony of our Lord.— 
* Lord to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of 
elernal life.” RICHAKDs, 


is a deliverance from 


culated 


bles, 


a 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Messrs. Editors,—I! do not recollect having seen any 
explanation of the subject of the Second Death, and 
therefore offer the following remerks upon it, hoping, 
if they are not deemed correct, that some ove will 
come forward and give a more just explanation. 

1 am of opinion that the second death is the lapsed 
state of the church, since it was planted in the light 
and love of the gospel, | have imbided this opinion 
from the following considerations. 

1. This subject is not mentioned in the bible until 
the revelation made to St. John, subsequent to the 
promulgation of the gospel by Christ apd bis aposties. 
This circumstance leads me to conclude that mankind 
were not exposed to it previous to thattime. It seems 
quite unreasonable to suppose that they were exposed 
to so important a condition while it was not made 
known to them, While under the low mankind, were 
duly apprised of all the curse- to which they were lable, 
if disobedient. God never appears to have kept bis 
children ignorant of what they should suffer in a course 
of transgression. J conclude, therefore, that, had they 
heen exposed to the second death previous to the gos- 
pel day, it would have been made known tothem. If 
they were not exposed to it before it was pointed out 
in the Revelation to John, | cannot conceive that it is 
any thing which is to teke place after the dissolution of 
the body ; for, whatever mankind are Jiable to after 
this event, they were probably always liable to. If 
there is now a death after the death of the body, there 

» probably, always a death of that kind; 1 € & 
aaa’ death ; and, if so, how can we account for the 
total silence of the scriptures respecting it for more 
than four thousand years? Can we reasonably believe 
that the hundreds of millious of the human race, who, 
during this long period, had passed off the stuge of ac 
lion, were liable to a state called the second death, and 
yet had no knowledge of it antil they found them- 


selves init? This appears to me to be wholly ull- 
warrantable. 


2. | think the second death is the lapsed state of the 
church, because it is the branches of the church which 
are, for the first time, admonished in regard to it. —See 
ii. 11. * He that hath an ear Jet him hear what the 

saith unto the churches: He that overcomieth 
shall not be hurt of the second death.? Why is this ad- 


| husably 


Lev, 


conceive it can be fur no other reason than because the 
| churcles were particularly, if not exclusively, exposed 
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—e- 
to the second death. ‘Jbey had then already begun to 
decline. The church at Ephesus was charged with | 
having left her first love.—Rev. ii. 4. The prevalence 
of Mahometanism in Asia, and Popery in Europe, ' 
which, like Egyptian darkness, were about to smother 





ihe light of truth, and alinost extinguish it, were, no | 
doubt, in prophetic view. It was foreseen that the | 
church would sink down into this horrible state, and, | 
in the progress of the revelation in question, it was per- 
ticularly pointed ouf, This state of moral darkness 
and death was to be induced by the temptation which | 
was then said to be coming upon all the world, to try 
them that dwell upon the earth.—Chap. iii. 10. To 
sink under this temptation was to fall into the state, 
called the second death. To overcome this tempta- 
tion was to escape the second death. Hence the de- 
olaration, ** He that overcometh shall not be hurt of 


the second death.” 


3. This death must be called second in relation to 
ene of a similar kind, which, of course, must have been 
the first death. According to the use of language in 
all ages these deaths must be similar to each other.— 
The term second only marks the order in which they 
take place; as we say Washington was a second Cin- 
cinatus ; the last war with Great Britain was a second 
war for independence, &c. Hence if this second 
death be a lapsed state of the church, it must have ex- 
perieneed a similar declension in some previous period, 
to which this bears a numerical relation. What then 
must have been the first deatb? Ans, The state of the 
Jewish, or Grst church, at the coming of Christ. That 
church is represented to be in a state of death, in many 
pluces of scripture. —See Ez. xxxvii. where the house of 
** They say our bones 
are dried and our hope is lost.” = Christ alludes to the 
same state of that people when he says, Follow me and 
let the dead bury their dead. Also —The hour cometh 
and now is when the dead shall hear, &c. John vy. 25. 
Rxviil. 29. 
2d verse of his prophecy. 


Israel is compared to dry benes, 


Damiel refers to the same in the 12th chap, 
St. Paul, in the 11th chap. 
Loi verse of his epi-tle to the Romans, For if the cast- 
ing away of thew be the recouciling of the world, what 
shall the recciving of them be but Ife from the dead. 
Hore is the first death of the church sufficiently discrim- 
inated ; and the 2d is like unto it. The bones, over 
which Ez kiel prophecied in the valley, could not be 
more destitute of life than the church has becn in its 
faiicti stote since the reign of Popery and Mahometan- 
ism. lustead of the chrystal water of lile which flows 
from the pure gospel, the wretched devotees of bigotry 
and superstition bave quaffed only the lethean mixtureof 


fre and brimstone. Hence— 


4. The torment of the devil is with the beast and 
false prophet, in the lake of fire and brimstone, which 
is the second death.—See Rev. xx. 10,14. The devil, 
I take if, is the carnal mind, which is enmity against 
God. This thas been the ruling power where the beast 
and false prophet are; that is, where Popery and Ma- 
hometanism prevail. It will not be disputed that the 
beast indicates the papal religion, and the false prophet 
the religion of Mahomet. The prevalence of these 
false systems has been principally in Europe and Asia. 
Where they are there is the Jake of fire; i. e. that spir- 
itual state of death and torment which preys upon the 
mind, as the fire and brimstone literally did upon Sod- 
om. The terme to express this spiritual state of the 
fallen church seem evidently to be borrowed from the 
state of Sodom and of Edom.—See Isa. xxxiv. 9, 10. 
Rey. xiv. 9,10, 11. Compare the last with Rev. xvi. 
1,2; by which you will learn that the torment of those 
Who worstip the beast; giving them no rest day nor 
night forever and ever, is in consequence of the wrath 
of God, so called, which is poured out upon them here 
on the earth. The angels all poor their vials of wrath 
upon the earth. ** Aud the first went and poured out 
his viel upon the earfh, ond there fell a noisome and 
grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the 








beast, [Popery,] and upon them which worshipped hi: 
image :** (something very similar to Popery.) 

By comparing together the scriptures above referres 
to we make out, very clearly, that the 2d death, is ex 
perienced here on the earth, and that, particularly. 
where Popery and Mahometanism prevail. The leke 
of fire is expressly stated to be where the beast and 
false prophet are, ond the beast end false prophet are 
here on the earth; and, | may add, no where else that 
we have «ny account of, The lake of fire is declared 
to be the second death, and the sufferers in it are those 
who worship the beast and his image, and their suffer- 
ings tohale they worship.—** They have no rest who 
worship the beast ;” i.e. they, who worship the beast, 
have no rest. It is evidently that which is connected 
with their worship that torments them. Therefore if 
the worship of the beast should cease, the torment 
The beast is to continue forty and two 
It is not probable he will be 


would cease. 
months.— Rev. xin. 5. 
worshipped any longer than he continnes; (possibly 
his image may) and, therefore, the spiritual death and 
torment which are connected with his worship will 
cease with him. How long the spiritual death con- 
nected with Mahometanism will continue seems to be 
more uncertain. ND tetas 


——=l > 6 aa 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Messrs. Editors,—Perba..s the following selection 
will be new and interesting to some of your numerous 
readers. Lay PREACHER. 


Floating Ice. 


In the apporently simple circumstance of i¢e floating 
on the water, the great mass of mankind are perhaps 


little sensible is displayed an a+tonishing mstance of the 


benevolence aud foreknowledge of the Deity. 

It is slmost « general law of neture, that bodies in 
losing their caloric, or matter of heat, become heavier; 
but to this law, water is most admirably an exception; 
passing frow fluidity to a state of solidity im ice, it loses 
its beat, yet becomes lighter! 

But for this deviation, in the order of divine appoint- 
ment, the artic and temperate regions of our globe 
could not be inhabited by beimgs constituted as we are. 

In a bard winter the surface of the water freezes to a 
depth proportionate to the severity of the season, but 
a considerable portion of the element retains its fluidity 
and warmth, which, in the returning spring, gives out 
a portion of its heat to the ice, anid dissolves it. Did 
ice become heavier than water upon its surface freez- 
irg, it would sink to the bottom, and expose a fresh 
surface, which would freeze again, and sink likewise ; 
and thus a fluid surface would be constantly presented, 
until the whole body of water became congealed, and 
all gulphs, lakes, rivers, and waters of the greatest por- 
tion of Europe, Asia, & America,would become a dense 
body of ice, in which nothing could live, and which the 
suns of no summer could reduce to fluidity. The earth 
would be chilled, and become a sterile body. From 
the little we are permitted to know of creation, and 
which is measured out to man, from age to age, what 
wonderful jove and omniscience do we find ! 

These bright gleams of wisdom, and peeps into the 
secrets of divine love, should render us, blind and fa- 
tuous creatures, very humble and very grateful. The 
common air we breathe, had it been compounded oth- 
erwise than it is, would be the destruction, not the 
support of animal life; had it not been transparent and 
elastic, the seuses of seeing and hearing would have 
been useless to us, and the analogy of reason teaches 
us to believe every portion of Creation filled with the 
same prescience, aptitude, and mercy. We cannot 
conceive the joys of a future state; but we can com- 
prehend nothing to be so eestatick, as the free devel- 
opemeut and contemplation of Divine Wisdom, 

Farmer's Diary, &e. 





lassent to that doctrine.” 
| part of the impressions of the Magozine. 
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Rev. Editere,—I noticed, some time since, a com- 
munication in the Magazine requesting information con- 
cerning the belief of the ancient Jews, relative to the 
doctrine of future punishment. | have waited, in ex- 
pectation that some able pen would give us a correct 
historical account of what was requested in that com- 
munication. But as no answer has, as yet, appeared, 
I have concluded that we should not be informed, and 
that, if acceptable, | would offer a few remarks, in some 
way touching the subject. 1 do not pretend to go 
back into antiqnity, to find what the Jews anciently 
believed, concerning the doctrine of endless misery ; 
but I presume they now believe as they did in ages 
heretofore. If then we can find what their present he - 
lief is, it is but just to suppose, that, we show whut 
their opinion ever has been. 

In looking over the files of the Portland Mirror. +t 
find, under date of Nov. 22, a statement of the Jews’ 
opinion, touching this point, made by Mr. Fisk, a Pal- 
estine Missionary. He says, “The most interestine 
part of my labors in Alexandria has been among the 
| have become particularly acquainted wit! 
three. One of them is Dr. M. who was brother Par- 
sons’ physician. He is reputed skilful in bis profession, 
is one of the Pasha’s physicians,and is a man of exten- 
sive learning, and very respectable talents. He has « 
library of about 2000 volumes, among which are the 
scriptures, in different languages, and several valuable 
theological books. He shewed me the writings of Eu- 
sebivs and spoke of them as highly valuable. He ha«, 
also the works of several of the Christian Fathers.”? In 
the course of their conversation, Mr. Fisk obtained, 
from this learned Jew, bis opinion concerning the euh- 
ject. “ He thinks it would be very inconsistent wiih 
the goodness of God, to punish any of his creatures for- 
ever, and therefore believes thal ALL WILL BE ULTi- 
MATELY HAPPY.”’ 

His second Jewish acquaintance was an elderly gen- 
tleman, by the name of Jacob, who is the head mast r 
in a Jewish school, ** He gave it as (he opinion of the 
Jews, that there will be a general resurrection, and « 
future state of retribution;—all good men, whether 
Jews, Christians, Mussulmen or Pagans, will be happy ; 
the wicked of all nations will wander in perplexity aud 
pain, unfil they have expatiated theer crimes, by their 
sufferings. | inquired if all are to be finally happy ?— 
To this question, putin many different forms, he uni- 
formly answered * xs,’ and then asked for my opiticw 
on this subject.” 

He makes no mention of the opinion of his third ae- 
It seems, there- 


Jews. 


quaintance, relative to this subject. 
fore, according to the statements of these two Jearne:! 
Jews, that if is the opinion of this people, that all men 
will finally be happy. WE this be their present belie!, 
and if their primitive opinion was the same as the pre- 
sent, it shows that the Jews never did believe in tle 
doctrine of endless punishment. *W. D***, 


To Readers and Correspondents. 


Erratum. \n our last No. 2d page, 2d column, and 
7 lines from the top, were it reads ** members wou!’ 
assent to that doctrine,”’—read ** members would no/ 
This error was corrected in 


We wiil attend to B. Streeter’s request. 
—= 


New Publication. 


We are happy to inform our readers that'we have 
received the first two numbers of the ** GOSIEL. 
ADVOCATE,” a paper devoted to the cause of Uni-- 
versalism, edited by our Br. Tuomas G Ross, und print-- 
ed at Buffalo, N. Y. May the labors of our brother be 
‘bundantly blessed ‘to the edification and coufort! on 
the children of God. 
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| love the glory of the morn, 
Display’d in orient ray, 

When from the ocean’s wave is born 
The father of the day. 


1 love the warmer beam of noon 
Which opens ev'ry flower, 

And sits the dye on ev’ry bloom, 
In natare’s rosy bower. 


J love the milder, evening beain, 
Which glitters thro’ the trees, 
When Sol’s full face is broader seen, 
And sweetens ev'ry breeze. 


And yet a glory | have seen, 
Far brighter than the morn, 
It is the light of Zion’s King, 
For man’s salvation born. 


The virtues ting’d by his bright ray, 
Surpass each opening flower, 

Which blushes to the noon of day, 
In nature’s rosy bower. 


Nor does the setting eun display, 

Such sweet, such soft’ning charms, 

As the bright hope of glory’s day, 

Which tyrant death disarms, H. B. 


SELECTED. 


Lines to an Infant, 


On secing Him amused with a shadow upon the wall. 


Yes, lovely child, the shade that plays 
Before thine infant eyes, 
Is emblematic of man’s days. 
Of hope that from him flies ; 
For know, life’s joys will from thee fade. 
As evanescent as that shade. 


The greatest bliss life can impart 
Is hope—the shade of joy ; 
And hope too oft deceives the heart 
With promises—my boy ; 
For earth’s best hopes will from thee fade, 
As evanesceut as that shade. 


Should friendship ever touch thy heart, 
Expect no lasting joy— 

The dearest friends but meet to part, 
And love has its alloy. 

For love and friendship both will fade, 

As evanescent as the shade. 


Should mild religion warm thy heart— 
And let it early warm— 

Its balm alone can peace impurt, 
To shield thee from life’s storm. 

its bliss will last when others fade, 

As evanescent as that shade. 


——- - 


“Fear not! for I’m with you.” 


Qh, thou! who sit’st enthroned on high, 
In viewless splendor rayed ; 

Refore the lustre of whose eye 
The brightest glories fade. 
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- hough thou art high, yet thou dost hear 
The lowly suppliant’s moan ; 

Though thou art great, each secret tear 
Begems thy radiant throne. 


When shafts of anguish wound the soul, 
Thy healing balm is nigh ; 

When tempests rise, and billows roll, 
To thee, alone, we fly. 


Then hush! dark sorrows weeping child, 
Tost on this troub’lous sea, 

In strains of peace he whispers mild, 
* Fear not! for I’m with thee.” 
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Remarks on Jeremiah vi. 14. 
“ They have healed also the hurl of the daughter of my 


people slightly, saying, peace, peace, when there 13 no 
peace.”” 


It has become a proverb among the opposers of the 
doctrine of impartial grace and salvation that its preach- 
ers are those whom the prophet meant when he wrote 
the words on which we remark. It is said, that they 
iry **peace, peace, when there is no peace.’? That 
by means of their subtilty they have deceived thou- 
sands, inducing them to think they had no important 
work to perform here to prepare them for eternity, 
thus beguiling their souls down to the realms of eternal 
horror. Such is the general language of fanatic ks, 
when on this subject, the most ignorant and bold of 
whom insist upon it with the most vehemence. Fa- 
naticism isa blind principle ; it never sees far: it de 
cides ignorantly, and denounces unjustly. Those who 
are iufluenced by it‘are of all men the worst to deal 
with ; always hard to be convinced, and seldom will- 
ing to confess it, when they are so. They contend 
with pertinacity and wildness for their opinions, which 
being the fruit of frenzy, are generally adopted without 
much reflection. Any thing that comes in contact 
with them is very quickly disposed of. There is no 
need of examining it; it must be wrong because it dif- 
fers from their sentiments. Every person who believes 
not as they dois soon denounced, especially if he ven- 
tures to oppose them. The thre atenings of scripture 
are immediately applied to him, and his character they 
quickly discover in all the representations which the 
sacred writers have given of false prophets. They de- 
cry bim as a deceiver, and the fear of eternal misery, 
which operates powerfully on weak minds, compels 
others to believe them. 

But it is a consolation to a believer of the truth to be 
satisfied, that he is never opposed with a zeal according 
to kuowledge. Ignorance and wilfulness are the Jead- 
ers of his opponents. It behoves him, therefore, to 
meet them with a becoming dignity of conduct, and 
endeavor with the power of divine truth to bring them 
to their senses. 

But how is it to be decided that the preachers of uni 
versa] grace and salvation are those of whom Jeremiah 
spake? Ans. Because they preach that there is peace 
with God—they say that he is a Inend to man—they 
deny the doctrines of total depravity and eternal mise- 
ry—they make the road to heaven an easy, smooth 
and peaceful road—they do not alarm mankind with 
fears of God and eternity--they teach them that aii 
will be well. This is crying, “‘ peace, peace, when 
(alas!) there is no peace.” 

But we must inguire, then, what it is the duty of the 
christian minister to preach. Uf the sacred writers di- 
rect us to preach war, deatb, and destruction, aud no 
peace, we confess we do not conform to their direc- 
tions. Isaiah says, ** How beautiful upon the moun- 
tains are the feet of him that bringe tt good tidings, that 
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that publisheth safvation, that saith t unto Zion, thy God 
reigneth!*? Did Isaiah mean that the feet of false 
teachers were ‘“‘ beautiful upon the mountains?»— 
Paul quotes this passage, in his epistle to the Romans, 
did be mean that these were false teachers? He also 
says, in his epistle to the Philipians, that Jesus Christ 
‘““ as our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between US ; 
having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law 
of commandments contained in ordinances; for to 
make in himself of twain one new man, so making 
peace; and that he might reconcile both unto Ged in 
one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby; 
and came, and preached peace to you which were afar 
off, and to them thal were nigh.’ He further says, in 
his epistle to the Romans, ** being justified by faith, we 
hare peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The heavenly host, at the birth of the ‘+ Prince of 
peace,” sang ** glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth --peace, geod will toward men.” St. Peter says, 
that ** tbe word which God sent unto the children of 
Israel, preaching peace-by Jesus Christ, was publehed 
throughout all Judea.”? And the sacred writers con- 
sider the gospel to be a message of peace. Paul says, 
‘**How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace!” He also recommends it to the Ephe- 
tiaus to have their ‘* feet shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace.” How often does God promise 
his people the blessing of peace? How often is he in 
the scriptures called the ** God of peace?» And bow 
often do the apostles invoke * peace,” and * grace 
and peace”’ from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ? And did not our Saviour say to his disciples, 
** Peace | leave with you, my peace give I unio you,” 
And furthermore, did not Paul say, ** Now the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing?” 
(To be concluded in our next.) 








What can be more honorable than to have courage 
enough to execute the commands of Reason and Con- 
science; to maintain the dignity of our nature, and the 
station assigned us: To be Proof against Poverty, 
Pain, and Death itself; so far as not to do any thing 
that is scandalous or sinful to avoid them: ‘To stand 
Adversity under all shapes with decency and resolu- 
tion? To do this is to be great above Title and For- 
tune. This argues the Soul of an heavenly Extraction, 
and is worthy the offspring of the Deity. 

A Man of Virtue is an Honour to his Country, @ 
Glory to Humanity, a Satisfaction to himself, anda 
Benefactor to the whole World: He is rich without 
Oppression or Dishonesty, charitable without Ostento- 
oe courteous without Deceit, and brave without 

ice. 
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MARRIED, 


In this city, Mr. Walter Madigan, of this city, te 
Miss Louis Nye, of Hingham. 

Mr. Isaac Williams to Mrs. Diana M’Leod. Mr. 
Wm. Hunt to Miss Elizabeth D. Cook. 

Mr. Samuel N. Cushing, to Miss Elizabeth S. Lin- 
coln. Capt. Cornelius Ellis, of Boston, to Miss Susan 
Bethiah Hastings, of Chelsea. 


DIED, 

In this city, Mrs Mary Ann Archbald, wife of Mr 
George A, aged 26. 

Mr James L Binney, aged 35. Mrs Charlotte, wile 
of Mr Josey h Dole, aged 54. 

Mrs Nancy, wile of Mr Samuel Kimball, aged 23.— 
Mrs Margaret, wife of Mr Thaddeus Dean, aged 23.— 
Mr Join Watson. 








OR sale at this office, the Child's Scriptural Cate 
chism. By Hosea Ballou, of Boston.— Price 
cents single. 
a UST received and for sale at this office, a Discourse 


delivered in Farmington, Me. on Thanksgiving 
Day, December 5, 1622, By Williaw Allen Drews 


publishcih peace, that bringeth good tidings of goud, [P rice 12 1-2 cents. 





